
LANDSCAPE, ENCLOSURE AND RURAL SOCIETY IN POST-MEDIEVAL
BRITAIN AND EUROPE.

25 - 26 JUNE 2009, DE HAVILLAND CAMPUS, UNIVERSITY OF HERTFORDSHIR E,
HATFIELD.
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CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

THURSDAY, 25 JUNE

09:30 Registration

10:15 Session 1: John Clare I

Simon White (Oxford Brookes University) 'Landscape Icons and the Rural Community in the
Poetry of John Clare'

Matthew Cragoe (University of Sussex) ‘John Clare and the landscape of Anglicanism’

11.45 Session 2: Beyond England – The European Experience

Jim Livesey (University of Sussex) ‘The Missing Tragedy: Defrichement and Common Land in
the Revolutionary Languedoc’

Colin Shepherd (Forestry Commission) ‘Agricultural improvement in North-East Scotland:
winners and losers’

Peeter Maandi (Uppsala University, Sweden) ‘Landscape and shifting landownership values
in Estonia, 1918-1940’

13.15 Lunch

14:15 Session 3: Early Modern Perspectives

Nicola Whyte (University of East Anglia) ‘Contested landscapes: piecemeal enclosures,
custom and the power of the past’

Bill Shannon (Lancaster University) ‘More than mere stones: the partitioning of early-
modern intercommoned wastes’

Briony McDonagh (University of Sussex) ‘Making (and breaking) private property:
negotiating early enclosure in Yorkshire and Northamptonshire’

16.15 Keynote: Tom Williamson (University of East Anglia) ‘The enclosure experience: myths and
realities’

Followed by drinks and dinner at the Club de Havilland

FRIDAY, 26 JUNE

09:30 Session 4: Literary Perspectives

Helena Kelly (University of Oxford) ‘The changing shape of Britain: enclosure and the
meaning of Ireland in Southey’s Madoc’

Robert Clark (University of East Anglia) ‘Enclosure and Enclosures in Sense and Sensibility’

11:00 Session 5: The Nineteenth-Century and After

Ian Whyte (Lancaster University) ‘Dark moor! Thy regal robe is torn. Parliamentary
enclosure and society in an upland context: Watermillock, Cumbria c.1790-1840’

Alun Howkins (University of Sussex) 'How unusual was Headington Quarry? The use and
abuse of commons and waste 1845-1914'



Ben Cowell (National Trust) ‘The Commons Preservation Society and the invention of the
enclosure protest tradition’

12.45 Lunch

13.45 Session 6: John Clare II

Andrew Smith (University of Melbourne, Australia) ‘Ruin imagery in the enclosure elegies of
John Clare’

Ian Waite (University of Lincoln) ‘Hastening to utter decay: the enclosure of John Clare's
Helpston and the subsequent destruction of Langley Bush’

14.45 Tea & closing comments

15.30 Conference ends

CONFERENCE BOOKING FORM

I WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND THE LANDSCAPE AND ENCLOSURE CONFERENCE:

Title, name & affiliation:.........................................................................................................................

Contact address: ....................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................

Telephone number: ...............................................................................................................................

Email address: .......................................................................................................................................

I enclose payment as follows:

Please Tick Box

Standard rate (including one night’s accommodation and all meals) £180

Current postgraduate/student (including one night’s
accommodation and all meals)

£140

Non residential (including lunch, excluding conference dinner) £100

One day (Thurs or Fri, including lunch, excluding conference dinner) £55

Early bird offer – deduct £10 for bookings received before 1st May -£10

Please let us know if you have any special requirements .....................................................................

All the accommodation at de Havilland is en suite. It includes breakfast and access to the
university’s excellent swimming pool. Bar facilities will be available on the Thursday evening.

Please enter the appropriate amount on the above form, and send it with a cheque made payable
to the ‘University of Hertfordshire’, to Professor Owen Davies, School of Humanities, De Havilland
Campus, University of Hertfordshire, Herts, AL10 9AB by Monday, 1st June 2009 at the latest.

Thanks to sponsorship from the EHS and HGRG, a small number of bursaries are available to help
students and postgraduates with conference costs. Applications should reach the conference
organisers by email, at s.webster@herts.ac.uk, enclosing a letter of support from their supervisor
or tutor. The closing date for applications is 15th May 2009.

mailto:s.webster@herts.ac.uk

