
Andrew Watkinson
LWEC Director

University of East Anglia



Key global challenges

ClimateClimate
changechange

TechnologicalTechnological
changechange

GlobalisationGlobalisation

PopulationPopulation
growthgrowth

Food, waterFood, water
and energyand energy

securitysecurity

PovertyPoverty
alleviationalleviation

InfectiousInfectious
diseasesdiseases

UrbanisationUrbanisation

Biodiversity lossBiodiversity loss



• The LWEC partnership brings together 20 UK organisations
funding, undertaking and using environmental research.

• To accelerate the delivery of research on environmental
change into policy and business by aligning research, policy
and business needs through a process by which research is
co-designed and co-produced.

• To provide government, business and society with foresight,
knowledge and tools for UK leadership in mitigating, adapting
to and capitalising on environmental change





LWEC Objectives

1. To predict the impacts of climate change and to promote sustainable
solutions through mitigation and adaptation

2. To manage ecosystems for human well-being and protect the natural
environment as it changes

3. To promote human well-being, alleviate poverty and minimise waste by
ensuring a sustainable supply of food and water

4. To protect human, plant and animal health from diseases, pests and
environmental hazards

5. To make infrastructure, the built environment and transport
systems resilient to environmental change

6. To understand how people respond to a changing environment and
develop thriving, cohesive and informed communities
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LWEC Activities

Centres

Environmental risk
Sustainable behaviours

Climate economics
Environment and Health

Tyndall Centre

Workshops & Sandpits

Quantifying Uncertainty
Valuing Ecosystem Services
Biodiversity Scoping Studies

Programmes

Ecosystem Services for
Poverty Alleviation

Environment and Human Health
National Ecosystem Assessment

Changing Water Cycle
Ocean Acidification

Joint Climate Research
Programme

Strategies

Communications
Knowledge Exchange
Public Engagement

International



Engaging the AHRC community

1. Histories of environmental change

2. Representing environmental change

3. Knowledge and value

4.Material culture and sustainability



How do we best work
together to produce world
class science that meets

the needs of society?


